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Abstract 
The number of pornography and cybercrime among Indonesian children reaches 4448 cases – 
children as a perpetrator and victim. Meanwhile, Indonesian children experience 183 cases of rape and 
sexual abuse, 54 cases of sodomy or pedophilia – children as a perpetrator, 42 cases of sodomy or 
pedophilia – children as a victim, and 44 cases of abortion. Preliminary study on March 2020 in West 
Surabaya showed that 6 in 10 children aged 3-5 years faced sexual abuse or harassment and rape by their 
closest circle. The research aims are to describe the level of knowledge, perception, role implementation, 
emotional connection between father and child in the accompaniment of psychosexual development of 
children. This paper combined quantitative and qualitative methodologies with a phenomenological 
approach. Respondents were father compatible with inclusion criteria – was determined by researchers. 
This study used total sampling – 112 fathers lived in West Surabaya. The research instruments were 
questionnaire and observation sheet. Data analysis utilized percentage analysis, data reduction, and data 
triangulation.Result: There were 64.5% low level of knowledge, 70.5% negative perception, 63.4% father 
absence in assisting psychosexual development of children, and 69.6% absence of emotional connection. 
Conclusion: The father’s role in assisting the psychosexual development of children aged 3-5 years can 
decrease the number of psychosexual disorders in adulthood. 
Keywords: knowledge, perception, role, role implementation, father, child’s psychosexual 
INTRODUCTION 
The Indonesian Child Protection 
Commission releases many numbers of 
pornography and cybercrime among 
Indonesian children reach 4448 cases – 
children as a perpetrator and victim – by 31st 
August 2020. In 2019, Indonesian children 
experienced as a perpetrator in 183 cases of 
rape and sexual abuse, 54 cases of sodomy or 
pedophilia, and 44 cases of abortion. They 
also become a victim in 190 cases of rape or 
sexual abuse and 42 cases of sodomy or 
pedophilia. The hormonal, physical, cultural, 
psychological, dan social factors contribute 
to sexual disorders. Ristori et al. (2020) 
analyze that gonadal hormones play more in 
a child’s psychosexual development than a 
genetic. In the meantime, research results of 
Afrasiabi & Junbakhsh, (2019),  Evans et al., 
(2019), Fantuzzi-Chapman, (2012), Gonzalez 
et al.,( 2017); Hill et al., (2017); Klika et al., 
(2019),  Latifnejad Roudsari et al., (2013); 
Leung et al.,( 2019); Verma et al., (2013) 
explain that sociocultural – both in family 
and society – effects in child’s psychosexual 
development, especially in building character, 
identity, and sexual orientation. Recent 
studies have found out that parent presence 
can fulfil psychosexual development needs, 
while a single parent-child has a risk of 
psychosexual disorders. (Bagner, 2013; 
Bannink et al., 2013; Bradford et al., 2013; J. 
et al., 2020; Pereira & Barros, 2019; Roskam 
et al., 2016; Salami & Okeke, 2018; 
Sandstrom et al., 2015; Sato et al., 2018; 
Verma et al., 2013). A preliminary study 
performed in March 2020 in West Surabaya 
showed that six children aged five years 
experienced rape – rape was the form of 
sexual harassment –  by an adult. Father 
presence has an important role in child’s 
psychosexual development, particularly in 
building character, identity, sexual 
orientation, comfort, and confidence 
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(Borisenko & Evseenkova, 2019; Cosson & 
Graham, 2012; Roskam et al., 2016; Salami 
& Okeke, 2018). In this paper, father 
presence defines as direct and indirect 
existence of father in optimizing 
psychosexual development of children. 
Therefore, father’s knowledge and perception 
– along with role concept and role 
implementation – play an important part in 
psychosexual development of children. An 
emotional connection is a significant 
indicator in the psychosexual development of 
children. Definition of emotional connection 
is a bond that occurs between individuals and 
other individuals when they have the 
uncomfortable and unsafe condition, such as 
fear, worry, anxious (Baxter & Smart, 2011; 
Kwok & Li, 2015; Leidy et al., 2011). In 
Indonesia, curative efforts in psychosexual 
disorders are not good enough – because of 
lack of socialization in the incident report, 
low level of knowledge in sexual disorders, 
and negative perception of sexual disorders. 
In the other hand, there is minimal 
prevention in the suburban community 
because of lack of information and parenting 
class – while suburban community adheres to 
belief norms and culture, which has a 
negative perception of sexual disorders. 
Therefore, this study attempts to describe the 
level of knowledge, perception, role 
implementation, emotional connection 
between father and child in assisting the 
psychosexual development of children. Thus, 
the results of this research are expected to 
explain those variables, so that it can be a 
reference in preventive and curative efforts in 
sexual disorders. 
 METHODS 
This paper combined quantitative and 
qualitative methodologies with a 
phenomenological approach. Research 
variables were the level of knowledge, 
perception, role implementation, emotional 
connection between father and child. 
Respondents were 112 working fathers who 
had a child aged 3-5 years. They lived in 
RT02/RW10 Manukan Kulon – Tandes, 
Surabaya City. This study used total 
sampling. Research instruments utilized a 
questionnaire for measuring the level of 
knowledge, perception, role, and emotional 
connection; while an observation sheet for 
measuring role implementation and 
emotional bonding. Quantitative data 
collections were identified through inputs of 
a questionnaire – close-ended questions –  
while qualitative data collections were 
identified through interviews by whats app 
and home visits. Home visits were performed 
when the father was at home – using 
protocols of covid-19. A quantitative data 
employed primary data source, whilst a 
qualitative data used triangulation of three 
data sources – community leader, health 
worker, and educator. Data analysis utilized 
percentage analysis for quantitative data, 
whereas data reduction and conclusion 
drawing for qualitative data. Research Ethics 
Permit was obtained from The Ethics 
Commission of Universitas Nahdlatul Ulama 
Surabaya. 
 RESULTS 
 Respondent characteristics 
Table 1 described characteristic of fathers 
who had a child aged 3-5 years – fathers 
were not a single parent. The data describe 
below explained that most of the fathers were 
less than 30 years old, namely 67%. They 
had more than one child, which means they 
had experience in childcare. 56% of 
respondents had a high school education 
level.  60% of the fathers' types of work were 
self-employed – their incomes were higher 
than State minimum wage – including traders, 
craftsmen of household tools. These jobs 
were flexible, but mostly they worked from 7 
am to 7 pm with 1-hour rest. Some of the 
respondents were migrants from various 
villages to improve family welfare. The 
length of time working caused father didn’t 
have the opportunity to be involved in social 
activities in the community.
Table 1 Respondent characteristics 
Respondent characteristics n Percentage (%) Total 
Father's age   112 
>30 years old 45 40.2  
< 30 years old 67 59.8  
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Number of children   112 
>1 child 65 42  
1 child 47 58  
Level of education   112 
Primary school 17 15.2  
Junior high school 29 25.9  
Senior high school 56 50  
University 10 8.9  
Types of work   112 
Government employees 13 11.4  
Labourer 39 34.8  
Entrepreneur 60 53.6  
Income   112 
Higher than State minimum wage 57 50.9  
Lower than State minimum wage 55 49.1  
Category   112 
Resident 39 34.8  
Migrant 73 64.0  
Involving social activities in the community   112 
Involved 84 75  
Not involved 28 25  
 
 Distribution of Variables 
In this study, the distribution of variables 
could be explained in table 2, including 
64.3% of fathers had a low level of 
knowledge about psychosexual development, 
70.5% of fathers had a negative perception, 
and 73.2% of fathers didn’t participate in 
childcare. Besides, 63.4% of fathers didn’t 
implement the parenting role as expected, 
and 69.6% of father didn’t have an 
emotional connection between father and 
child. 
Table 2 Distribution of Variables 
Variables n Percentage (%) 
Level of knowledge   
Low 72 64.3 
High 40 35.7 
Perception   
Negative 79 70.5 
Positive 33 29.5 
Role   
Play a role 82 73.2 
Not play a role 30 26.8 
Role implementation   
Absence 71 63.4 
Exist 41 36.6 
Emotional connection   
Absence 78 69.6 
Exist 34 30.4 
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 Data Reduction 
 
 Primary data transcripts Data triangulation 
Variables Respondent Community leader Health worker Educator 








action, words, facial 
expression carried out by 
position, function and 
responsibility 
 “A role is something we did 
according to my position. It doesn’t 
deviate from society's rules; for example, 
the father plays a role as a father.” 
(Respondent number 2, 7, 12, 15) 
 “The action we took following our 
functions and positions. For instance, I 
should behave responsibly as a leader of 
the neighbourhood association.” 
 “The behaviour, words,  
and action we performed in 
accord with our profession 
and status in society.” 
“The behaviour, words, 
and action we carried out in 
consort with our standing in 
society without violating 
society's rule.” 
“The behaviour we did.” 
(Respondent number 22, 28, 31, 41, 
52, 100) 
   
“The activity we took in line with our 
responsibilities and authorities.” 
(Respondent number 24, 27, 31, 45) 
   
 “The words and deed according to 
our existence. For example, I am a trader, 
so I should perform my role as a trader, 
not a buyer.”  
(Respondent number 50, 63,76, 82, 
98) 
   
“I do activities following my position 
and function. For example, I earn a living 
as a father.” (Respondent number 33, 43, 




















“I don't know what psychosexual 
development of children is. So I never 
explain anything to my child about 
sexuality, including their genitals.” 
(Respondent number 1, 5, 7, 9, 10, 13) 
 
“I think the main responsibility of a 
father is earning money to meet family 
needs. So I don’t have time to explain 
what genital is. I guess it is their 
mother’s responsibility.” 
“The implementation of 
role in psychosexual 
development of children is 
supporting them, but most of 
the father don’t understand 
about psychosexual 
development. So they never 
explain to their children. 
Moreover, they are busy 
working from morning to late 
“The role of a father is 
necessary for the 
psychosexual development 
of children, but I think it is 
the mother’s main 
responsibility. Father’s 
main responsibility is 
earning money.” 





Not helping children 





“I'm busy, so there's no time to 
explain the child's genitals. I guess their 
mother will explain it.” 
( Respondent number 23, 27, 29, 31, 
33) 
   
“I think it is the mother’s 
responsibility.” 
   
“It is taboo to explain genital.” 
(Respondent number 2, 4, 16, 18, 22, 26) 
   
“Preschool children don’t understand 
about genital.” 
( Respondent number 33, 37, 39) 
   
“I haven’t thought about explaining it 
yet. They will understand by 
themselves.” (Respondent number 42, 
56, 63, 74, 81, 92) 
   
Positive 
Explaining to 
children about the 
function of genital and 










Not explaining to 
children about the 
function of genital and 
things that can damage 
their genitals 
 “It is taboo. It seems preschool 
children don’t understand even if it is 
explained.” 
“It should be a 
responsibility of parents, 
especially their mother 
because mother often meets 
their children. Fathers do not 
care about it. They only focus 
on working.” 
“We recommend that 
both parents play a role in 
monitoring and supporting 
the psychosexual 
development of children. 
However, it seems that the 
father doesn’t implement 
that role, awkward. Most of 
them don’t understand child 
development.” 
 
“It is taboo. Moreover, I don’t have 
any chance to explain it.” 
(Respondent number 5,7,11, 13, 17, 
23, 33, 37, 41) 






“I don’t understand about child 
psychosexual.”  
((Respondent number 63, 67,75, 79, 
81,83,86,87, 93, 95, 101) 
"Psychosexual development of 
children will develop as they enter 
puberty. Then children will understand 
themselves because this is a natural thing 
 “Psychosexual 
development is one of the 
stages of development in 
children so that each phase 
“Psychosexual 
development of children is 
one of the developments of 
children. When we do not 
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Child psychosexual 
development was one of 





development was one of 
the phases of 
development during 
adulthood or puberty 
for everyone." should not be missed.” understand it, they will 
experience an obstacle and 
have an impact on their 
character in adulthood." 
“Psychosexual development appears 
in adulthood.” 
(Respondent number  3, 7, 9, 11,13, 
15) 
   
“Preschool children do not 
understand sexuality. When they grow 
up, they will understand themselves.” 
( Respondent number 23, 25, 27, 29) 
   
“Psychosexual development of 
children occurs at the age of 10 years.” 
( Respondent number 33, 37, 39, 42) 
   
Positive 
Psychosocial 
development was the 





development was the 
responsibility of either 
the mother or the father 
only 
 
“The ones who are responsible for the 
psychosocial development of children are 
their parents – The father and mother.” 
( Respondent number 1, 5, 9, 13, 17, 
19, 22, 29) 
“The obligation of both parents 
should assist the child development.” 
“It seems to be optimal 
when both parents accompany 
each phase of psychosexual 
development in children.” 
“Both parents are 
responsible for child 
development. They must 
work together.” 
“Both parents are obliged to 
comprehend the development. If at any 
time they experience obstacles, they can 
immediately take action.” 
(Respondent number 7. 8, 18, 27, 29, 
33, 37) 
   
“The mother and father must 
cooperate in child development.” 
(Respondent number 3, 16, 28, 36, 
38, 42, 46, 52) 
   
“The responsibility of child 
development is the duty of the parents, 
but the mother plays the most important 
role.” 
(Respondent number 4, 8, 10, 12,16, 
100, 104) 
   
     
Positive 
The disruption of 
psychosexual 
development had an 
“The disturbance on the psychosexual 
development of children will not 
interfere with them in adulthood. When 
they are an adult, they will understand 
 “Psychosexual development in 
adulthood is influenced by their friends. 
The psychosexual development of 
children does not influence them. When 
“Psychosexual 
development is affected in 
childhood, but the most 
dominant influence in  
“Yes. It is greatly 
influenced by development 
in childhood, but more 
likely affected by  the 
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impact on sexual 
disorders in adulthood 
 
Negative 
The disruption of 
psychosexual 
development had not an 
impact on sexual 
disorders in adulthood 
 
themselves what sexuality is.” 
(respondent number 4, 7, 9, 11, 23, 
27, 33, 37). 
“In adulthood, they will know for 
themselves. There is no developmental 
disorder in preschool.” 
(Respondent number 10,12,13,18, 22, 
35, 39, 41) 
“I am not sure the children experience 
psychosexual disorders in childhood. 
They don’t understand it, let alone have 
an impact on adulthood. It seems 
impossible.” 
(Respondent number 40, 45, 47, 53, 
64, 67) 
“Psychosexual disorders in adulthood 
is usually due to promiscuity. It is not 
being disturbed during preschool.” 
(Respondent number 68, 69, 70, 73, 
76, 82, 94, 96) 
 
  
they were a child, they wa too young; 
they didn't know what psychosexual 
was.” 
adulthood is a friend.” environment of the child.” 
Level of knowledge 
High 
Psychosexual 
development of children 
had several phases 




Not knowing the 
psychosexual 
development of children 
in the phallic stage 
“I don't know about psychosexual 
development.” 
(Respondent number 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 15, 
18, 22) 
“I only know that preschool 
children’s abilities are writing, talking, 
and eating by themselves. That’s all” 
(Respondent number 23, 26, 33, 34, 
42, 43, 47, 57, 63, 68, 73) 
“I don’t understand what a child's 
psychosexual is. The important thing is 
they are happy and agile.” 
(Respondent number 24, 27, 35,37, 
48, 49, 56, 59, 63, 76, 78) 
 
“I have no idea about the child’s 
psychosexual.” 
“The psychosexual 
development, most of the 
parents in this area don’t 
comprehend it, because it has 
never been specifically 
socialized.  The frequently 




“Not many people know 
about the psychosexual 
development of children 
because the most common 
things are motor 
development and growth.” 
High 
Mention one of 
phallic phase 
characteristics marked 
“I have no idea.“ 
( Respondent number 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8. 
21, 23, 24, 26, 32, 35, 43, 47) 
“ I can’t answer that question.” 
 
“Many people don't know about 
symptoms and signs of psychosexual 
disorders, including me.” 
“That's right. In this area, 
most of the parents don't 
understand about 
psychosexual development, 
“Yes, almost all parents 
do not understand the 
symptoms of child 
psychosexual disorders.” 
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by 
1. Introduction to 
gender anatomy 
2. The child was 
jealous of genital 
differences on 
her/his parents 
3. The child was 
worried that his/her 
genital was injured/ 
damaged, 
4. The child often held 
their genitals 
(Respondent number 48, 52. 53, 55, 
57, 59, 60, 62, 65, 67, 72) 
“I don’t understand what a child's 
psychosexual is, so I don’t know about 
its characteristics.” 
(Respondent number 74, 76, 77, 83, 
85, 87, 89, 90, 98, 99, 100, 111, 112)                                                                               
let alone the symptoms.” 
Emotional connection 
Exist  
1. Responsiveness to 
child's problems 
2. Playing with the 
child  
3. Accompaniment of 
child while playing  
 
Absence 
1. Unresponsiveness to 
child's problems  
2. Not playing with the 
child  
3. Not accompaniment 
of child while 
playing 
 
“I do not understand the problems of 
children aged 3- 5 years.” 
(Respondent number 3, 6, 9, 11, 15, 
25, 28, 33, 39, 42, 43, 47, 55, 56, 68, 64) 
“I don't have time to take children to 
play; their mother often does.” 
(Respondent number 10, 12, 15, 17, 
18, 22, 32, 36, 37, 38, 42, 45, 53, 54, 59, 
73, 78, 80, 83) 
”I don’t have time to accompany my 
child. I am busy with my work.” 
(Respondent number 2, 5 , 8, 14, 19, 
21, 29, 33, 44, 46, 55, 59, 66, 68, 76, 78, 
80, 85, 93, 100, 107, 110, 111, 112) 
 “I think some of the fathers – in this 
area – do not understand the problems of 
children aged 3-5 years. They seldom ask 
children to play, let alone accompany 
them. They are busy earning money for 
family needs.” 
“It seems rare to find a 
father that comprehend a 
child’s problem. The mother 
who has a better 
understanding to take and 
accompany his child to play.” 
 “I have never known 
that there is a father who 
understands the problems of 
children aged 3-5 years, let 
alone invites and 
accompanies them to play. 
He is busy making a 
living." 
 




 The level of Knowledge 
In this study, quantitative data showed 
that most of the father didn’t know about the 
psychosexual development of children aged 
3-5 years, qualitative data and data 
triangulation – data triangulation of 
community leader, health worker, and 
educator or playgroup teacher – did likewise. 
This situation was influenced by several 
factors, including culture and imbalance of 
information about child development. 
Information on child development often 
obtained were dominated by age-appropriate 
growth, gross and fine motoric development, 
growth and development stimulation, 
anthropometric examination. Psychosexual 
development was rarely given to the fathers. 
They assumed that the psychosexual 
development didn’t part of the development 
of children aged 3-5 years, but included in 
the development of adolescence or adulthood. 
Besides, local society had a perception that 
the disruption of psychosexual development 
of children aged 3-5 years had no impact on 
their lives as adults. Meanwhile, the 
interference of growth and development – 
gross and fine motor skills – affected on 
physical, psychological, intellectual and 
social in subsequent developments. 
The father’s activity to fulfil the needs of 
the family is one of the triggers for a low 
level of knowledge. It provides limited time 
for the father to seek information about 
psychosexual development from various 
sources. Economic improvement is the focus 
of a father's attention because a father is an 
economic symbol of the family (Salami & 
Okeke, 2018). 
Child’s development is influenced by 
systems including the microsystem, 
mesosystem, exosystem, macrosystem and 
chronosystem. The focus of this research was 
the microsystem. In the microsystem, the 
child is influenced by his/her family – 
including home, father, mother, siblings and 
other relatives, adults, peers and neighbours. 
(Bagner, 2013; Conron et al., 2010; Gareth D. 
Mercer B.Sc., 2015; Kwok & Li, 2015; Leidy 
et al., 2011; Mncanca & Okeke, 2016; 
Piotrowska et al., 2017; Roskam et al., 2016). 
This system creates a norm and a culture 
which believes that the delivery of 
information about psychosexual development 
to children aged 3- 5 years is a taboo 
behaviour. 
 Perception 
The results of this research explained that 
the fathers had negative perceptions about 
the psychosexual development of children. 
The fathers assumed and believed that 
children's psychosexual development was a 
developmental process that occurred in 
adulthood so that the psychosexual 
development in childhood was passed 
without any assistance from parents, 
especially fathers. It has been previously 
explained that negative perceptions of 
psychosexual development are influenced by 
many factors including father's education, 
socioeconomic, social and cultural norms. 
The previous studies explain that 
socioeconomic and cultural norms affect 
parents' perceptions more than the level of 
economic and education (Gonzalez et al., 
2017; Lathrop & Cheney, 2015; Leung et al., 
2019; Pássaro et al., 2019; Shwalb & Shwalb, 
2014). Negative perceptions result in the 
formation of mentoring behaviour and even 
parenting models that establish the character 
of the child's gender identity (Gareth D. 
Mercer B.Sc., 2015; Mncanca et al., 2016; 
Mncanca & Okeke, 2016). 
 Role 
The results of this study showed that most 
respondents didn’t play a role in mentoring 
the psychosexual development of children. 
This situation is due to lack of knowledge, 
maladaptive perceptions, and patriarchal 
system. The father’s low level of knowledge 
about his role results in the role model of a 
father. This model illustrates that the role of 
the father in assisting the child's 
psychosexual development is a supporting 
role, while the mother controls the actual role. 
This opinion is supported by the results of 
researches by Piotrowska et al. (2017) and 
Webster et al., (2013). They explain that 
most fathers with children aged five years 
have a role model of supporting the mother 
in maximizing child development. In the 
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meanwhile, the realm of paternal parenting 
focuses only on social and intellectual skills.  
Other results of this paper described that 
the absence of the father’s role in 
psychosexual development of children was 
because of father’s activity in earning money. 
Research by Mncanca et al., (2016) explain 
that the cultural system of the state and 
society and places the father's role as a 
socioeconomic role, where the father is 
required to fulfil his obligations as a worker 
with the time determined by the institution 
where the father works.  
A maladaptive perception assumes that 
parenting role is a mother’s responsibility. At 
the same time, the father believes that the 
child will have a better understanding of 
psychosexual development as they enter 
adulthood. As a result,  a child has a critical 
period of psychosexual development – aged 
3-5 years – without father’s mentoring. This 
assumption is in line with research by 
(Mufutau & Okeke, 2016). It defines that 
perception, education, and knowledge of the 
father influence the critical phase of  
psychosexual development – the critical 
phase has an impact on self-confidence, 
comfort about their gender identity and 
further development. There is a patriarchal 
system in the society which believes that the 
father’s role in the parenting and 
development of children is not the father’s 
main duty. As a result, the father doesn’t 
have a motivation to deepen knowledge 
about a father’s role in psychosexual 
development. At the same time, there is a 
mother’s dominance in monitoring the 
psychosexual development of children. This 
issue causes a lack of self-confidence and 
uncomfortable with their gender identity in 
children. According to Mashiya N, Kok L, 
Luthuli N, Xulu S, (2015), they state that 
sociocultural in society has an impact on the 
role model of the father in parenting where 
children show their certain gender identity. 
 Role Implementation 
The results of this research found that the 
fathers partially comprehend the definition of 
the role, but they had not implemented the 
role yet. The role implementation is defined 
as the activities of the role shown through 
words and deeds. The role implementation of 
a father is very meaningful in influencing a 
child’s imagination about his/her gender and 
sex-appropriate behaviour; for example, boys 
must be physically strong while girls must be 
gentle. The role implementation also 
influences the formation of a child's 
behaviour – such as discipline, self-
acceptance, and comfort – to form behaviour 
that is following gender characteristics. The 
father's role implementation is strongly 
influenced by social status, socioeconomy, 
society and family system (Borisenko & 
Evseenkova, 2019; Cosson & Graham, 2012; 
Fagan & Lee, 2012; Fatehi et al., 2019; 
Huang, 2017; Kwok & Li, 2015; Leidy et al., 
2011; Piotrowska et al., 2017). The result of 
a study conducted by Fagan & Lee, (2012) 
and Kwok & Li, (2015) describe that 
mother's parenting maximizes 69% of the 
child's development, while 21% is influenced 
by direct involvement of the father. Other 
studies explain that the father's role only 
appears to support the mother's role (Bagner, 
2013; Baxter & Smart, 2011; Borisenko & 
Evseenkova, 2019) so that the collaboration 
between both of them will improve the 
quality of care and complete stages of 
development in children. 
 Emotional Connection 
Emotional connection is explained as the 
nature of individual dependence on someone 
when experiencing unpleasant conditions 
such as fear, anxiety, and worry. The results 
of this study indicated that the emotional 
connection is still slightly formed between 
the child and the father. Emotional 
connection is influenced by several factors 
including the gender of the child, the level of 
knowledge, the family parenting model, 
family and society norms. The gender of the 
child influences the father's model in 
establishing emotional bonds. Ashbourne et 
al. (2011) explained that the gender of boys 
makes it easier for fathers to explore the 
problems experienced by children. A study 
conducted by (Mncanca et al., (2016) and  
Mufutau & Okeke, (2016) also describe that 
father's responsiveness is more dominant in 
children of the same sex. The level of 
knowledge and father’s perception is the 
important factors in establishing an 
emotional bond between father and child. 
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The low levels of knowledge and wrong 
perceptions of emotional connection in the 
parenting model have an impact on child 
development delays. A father will make a 
child as a substitute for himself in the future, 
so that the values, attitudes, beliefs contained 
in him are duplicated to his child – even 
though these values, knowledge, and 
perceptions are inadequate. 
The studies organized by Burkey et al., 
2018; Chauke & Khunou, 2015; Constantin 
& Voicu, 2015; Morgenroth & Ryan, 2018; 
Ruberg & Ruelos, 2020) report that the 
responsiveness, warmth, and closeness of the 
father shape the character and behaviour of 
the child – suitable with the father’s character. 
Parenting model, family and society norms 
are the points in building an emotional bond 
between father and child. Patriarchal society 
believes that the father is the family leader so 
that his actions and words are identified as an 
order. Refutation of the father's opinion is 
often seen as a form of conflict. This 
condition forms a parenting model that is 
dominated by a mother – mother plays a role 
in psychological aspects, social relations, 
management of self-concept – while a father 
plays a role in supporting mother and 
fulfilling basic needs, such as food, housing, 
clothing. This situation results in the absence 
of controlling aspects of children's 
psychosexual development which are often 
neglected with aspects of physical 
development. The mother will be carried 
away by the values of the father, namely the 
child grows healthy, smart, agile. The 
dominance of the mother's role has an impact 
on decreasing the quantity and quality of the 
emotional connection between father and 
child. This opinion is supported by previous 
research done by Ashbourne et al., (2011); 
Gareth D. Mercer B.Sc., 2015; Kwok & Li, 
2015; Lathrop & Cheney, 2015; Mufutau & 
Okeke, 2016; Pássaro et al., 2019; Richter et 
al., 2010; Verma et al., 2013. They conclude 
that the mother plays a role in emotional 
connection and child development 
controlling, while the father responsible for 
the economic status of the family. 
Research Limitations 
This study had limitations on the 
characteristics of respondents – the 
researchers did not explore the family norms, 
culture, and cooperation between father and 
mother in providing psychosexual 
development assistance for children aged 3-5 
years. The new normal period is one of the 
limitations to explore the parenting model 
applied in families and communities in the 
suburban area. 
 CONCLUSION 
Psychosexual disorders in adulthood are 
caused by inappropriate parenting model in 
psychosexual development of children, 
especially in the phallic phase that occurs in 
children aged 3- 5 years. At that moment, 
children enter the golden age – the phallic 
phase. It means that the children will have an 
impact on personality disorder due to 
improper adaptation process. Meanwhile, 
failure in psychosexual development results 
in sexual disorders – gender identity and 
sexual function –  in adulthood. 
REFERENCES 
Afrasiabi, H., & Junbakhsh, M. (2019). 
Meanings and Experiences of Being 
Transgender: A Qualitative Study among 
Transgender Youth. The Qualitative 
Report, 24(8), COV4. 
Ashbourne, L. M., Daly, K. J., & Brown, J. L. 
(2011). Responsiveness in Father-Child 
Relationships: The Experience of 
Fathers. Fathering: A Journal of Theory, 
Research, and Practice about Men as 
Fathers, 9(1), 69–86. 
https://doi.org/10.3149/fth.0901.69 
Bagner, D. M. (2013). Father’s role in parent 
training for children with developmental 
delay. Journal of Family Psychology, 
27(4), 650–657. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0033465 
Bannink, R., Broeren, S., Van De Looij-
Jansen, P. M., & Raat, H. (2013). 
Associations between parent-adolescent 
attachment relationship quality, negative 




Baxter, J., & Smart, D. (2011). Fathering in 
Australia among couple families with 
74 | Elly Dwi Masita, Adenia Dwi Ristanti/ Jurnal Ilmu Keperawatan dan Kebidanan Vol.12 No.1 (2021) 63-77 
 
young children research highlights. In 
Family Matters (Vol. 88, Issue 1). 
Borisenko, J. V., & Evseenkova, E. V. 
(2019). Differences in fathering among 
Russian men brought up with and 
without a father. Psychology in Russia: 
State of the Art, 12(3), 105–120. 
https://doi.org/10.11621/pir.2019.0308 
Bradford, J., Reisner, S. L., Honnold, J. A., 
& Xavier, J. (2013). Experiences of 
transgender-related discrimination and 
implications for health: Results from the 
Virginia transgender health initiative 
study. American Journal of Public 
Health, 103(10), 1820–1829. 
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2012.3007
96 
Burkey, M. D., Adhikari, R. P., Ghimire, L., 
Kohrt, B. A., Wissow, L. S., Luitel, N. P., 
Haroz, E. E., & Jordans, M. J. D. (2018). 
Validation of a cross-cultural instrument 
for child behavior problems: The 
Disruptive Behavior International Scale - 
Nepal version. BMC Psychology, 6(1). 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-018-
0262-z 
Chauke, P., & Khunou, G. (2015). Shaming 
Fathers into Providers: Child Support 
and Fatherhood in the South African 
Media. The Open Family Studies 
Journal, 6(1), 18–23. 
https://doi.org/10.2174/18749224014060
10018 
Conron, K. J., Mimiaga, M. J., & Landers, S. 
J. (2010). A population-based study of 
sexual orientation identity and gender 
differences in adult health. American 




Constantin, A., & Voicu, M. (2015). 
Attitudes Towards Gender Roles in 
Cross-Cultural Surveys: Content 
Validity and Cross-Cultural 
Measurement Invariance. Social 
Indicators Research, 123(3), 733–751. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-014-
0758-8 
Cosson, B., & Graham, E. (2012). “I felt like 
a third wheel”: Fathers’ stories of 
exclusion from the ’parenting team. 




Evans, C., Tweheyo, R., McGarry, J., 
Eldridge, J., Albert, J., Nkoyo, V., & 
Higginbottom, G. M. A. (2019). Seeking 
culturally safe care: A qualitative 
systematic review of the healthcare 
experiences of women and girls who 
have undergone female genital 
mutilation/cutting. BMJ Open, 9(5). 
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2018-
027452 
Fagan, J., & Lee, Y. (2012). Effects of 
fathers’ and mothers’ cognitive 
stimulation and household income on 
toddlers’ cognition: Variations by family 
structure and child risk. Fathering, 10(2), 
140–158. 
https://doi.org/10.3149/fth.1002.140 
Fantuzzi-Chapman, L. M. (2012). The 
relationship between the home literacy 
environment, family background, parent-
child attachment, and parent behaviors 
on children’s early reading skills. 








Fatehi, S., Maasoumi, R., Atashsokhan, G., 
Hamidzadeh, A., Janbabaei, G., & 
Mirrezaie, S. M. (2019). The effects of 
psychosexual counseling on sexual 
quality of life and function in Iranian 
breast cancer survivors: a randomized 
controlled trial. Breast Cancer Research 
and Treatment, 175(1), 171–179. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10549-019-
05140-z 
Gareth D. Mercer B.Sc. (2015). Do fathers 
care ? Measuring mothers ’ and fathers ’ 
perceptions of fathers ’ involvement in 
Elly Dwi Masita, Adenia Dwi Ristanti/ Jurnal Ilmu Keperawatan dan Kebidanan Vol.12 No.1 (2021) 64-77 | 75 
 
 
caring for young children in South 







Gonzalez, C. A., Gallego, J. D., & Bockting, 
W. O. (2017). Demographic 
Characteristics, Components of 
Sexuality and Gender, and Minority 
Stress and Their Associations to 
Excessive Alcohol, Cannabis, and Illicit 
(Noncannabis) Drug Use Among a Large 
Sample of Transgender People in the 
United States. Journal of Primary 
Prevention, 38(4), 419–445. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10935-017-
0469-4 
Hill, B. J., Rosentel, K., Bak, T., Silverman, 
M., Crosby, R., Salazar, L., & Kipke, M. 
(2017). Exploring Individual and 
Structural Factors Associated with 
Employment among Young Transgender 
Women of Color Using a No-Cost 
Transgender Legal Resource Center. 
Transgender Health, 2(1), 29–34. 
https://doi.org/10.1089/trgh.2016.0034 
Huang, Y. (2017). AN EVALUATION OF 
THE HEAD START PARENT , FAMILY , 
AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
( PFCE ) FRAMEWORK ON THE 
PERCEPTION OF A FATHER ’ S ROLE 
AND THE FATHER ’ S INVOLVEMENT 
FACTS WITH THE HEAD START 
PROGRAMS Presented to The College 
of Graduate and Professional St (Issue 




J., T., J., P., E., S., & M., R. (2020). Bisexual 
mental health and gender diversity: 
Findings from the “Who I Am” study. 






Kanhere, M., Fuqua, J., Rink, R., Houk, C., 
Mauger, D., & Lee, P. A. (2015). 
Psychosexual development and quality 
of life outcomes in females with 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia. 
International Journal of Pediatric 
Endocrinology, 2015(1), 1–10. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13633-015-
0017-z 
Kar, S., Choudhury, A., & Singh, A. (2015). 
Understanding normal development of 
adolescent sexuality: A bumpy ride. 
Journal of Human Reproductive 
Sciences, 8(2), 70–74. 
https://doi.org/10.4103/0974-
1208.158594 
Klika, J. B., Haboush-Deloye, A., & 
Linkenbach, J. (2019). Hidden 
Protections: Identifying Social Norms 
Associated with Child Abuse, Sexual 
Abuse, and Neglect. Child and 
Adolescent Social Work Journal, 36(1), 
5–14. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-
018-0595-8 
Kwok, S. Y. C. L., & Li, B. K. K. (2015). A 
Mediation Model of Father Involvement 
with Preschool Children in Hong Kong. 
Social Indicators Research, 122(3), 905–
923. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-014-
0708-5 
Lathrop, B., & Cheney, T. (2015). Ethical 
perspectives on the management of 
disorders of sex development in children. 
Medicolegal and Bioethics, 27. 
https://doi.org/10.2147/mb.s63708 
Latifnejad Roudsari, R., Javadnoori, M., 
Hasanpour, M., Hazavehei, S. M. M., & 
Taghipour, A. (2013). Sociocultural 
challenges to sexual health education for 
female adolescents in Iran. Iranian 
Journal of Reproductive Medicine, 11(2), 
101–110. 
Leidy, M. S., Schofield, T. J., Miller, M. A., 
Parke, R. D., Coltrane, S., Braver, S., 
Cookston, J., Fabricius, W., Saenz, D., & 
Adams, M. (2011). Fathering and 
Adolescent Adjustment: Variations by 
76 | Elly Dwi Masita, Adenia Dwi Ristanti/ Jurnal Ilmu Keperawatan dan Kebidanan Vol.12 No.1 (2021) 63-77 
 
Family Structure and Ethnic Background. 
Fathering: A Journal of Theory, 
Research, and Practice about Men as 
Fathers, 9(1), 44–68. 
https://doi.org/10.3149/fth.0901.44 
Leung, H., Shek, D. T. L., Leung, E., & Shek, 
E. Y. W. (2019). Development of 
contextually-relevant sexuality 
education: Lessons from a 
comprehensive review of adolescent 
sexuality education across cultures. 
International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health, 16(4). 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph16040621 
Mncanca, M., & Okeke, C. I. O. (2016). 
Positive Fatherhood: A Key Synergy for 
Functional Early Childhood Education in 
South Africa. Journal of Sociology and 
Social Anthropology, 7(4), 221–232. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09766634.2016.1
1885720 
Mncanca, M., Okeke, C. I. O., & Fletcher, R. 
(2016). Black Fathers’ Participation in 
Early Childhood Development in South 
Africa: What Do We Know? Journal of 
Social Sciences, 46(3), 202–213. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09718923.2016.1
1893528 
Morgenroth, T., & Ryan, M. K. (2018). 
Gender Trouble in Social Psychology: 
How Can Butler’s Work Inform 
Experimental Social Psychologists’ 
Conceptualization of Gender? Frontiers 
in Psychology, 9(July), 1–9. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2018.0132
0 
Mufutau, M. A., & Okeke, C. I. O. (2016). 
Factors Affecting Rural Men’s 
Participation in Children’s Preschool in 
One Rural Education District in the 
Eastern Cape Province. Studies of Tribes 
and Tribals, 14(1), 18–28. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/0972639x.2016.1
1886728 
Pássaro, A. de C., Regra, M. C., Serrão, C., 
& Marques, A. P. (2019). Cultural 
adaptation and reliability of the 
questionnaire of sex education in schools. 
Ciencia & Saude Coletiva, 24(7), 2601–
2608. https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-
81232018247.14892017 
Pereira, A. I., & Barros, L. (2019). Parental 
Cognitions and Motivation to Engage in 
Psychological Interventions: A 
Systematic Review. Child Psychiatry 
and Human Development, 50(3), 347–
361. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10578-018-
0852-2 
Piotrowska, P. J., Tully, L. A., Lenroot, R., 
Kimonis, E., Hawes, D., Moul, C., Frick, 
P. J., Anderson, V., & Dadds, M. R. 
(2017). Mothers, Fathers, and Parental 
Systems: A Conceptual Model of 
Parental Engagement in Programmes for 
Child Mental Health—Connect, Attend, 
Participate, Enact (CAPE). Clinical 




Richter, L., Chikovore, J., & Makusha, T. 
(2010). The Status of Fatherhood and 
Fathering in South Africa. Childhood 
Education, 86(6), 360–365. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00094056.2010.1
0523170 
Ristori, J., Cocchetti, C., Romani, A., 
Mazzoli, F., Vignozzi, L., Maggi, M., & 
Fisher, A. D. (2020). Brain sex 
differences related to gender identity 
development: Genes or hormones? 
International Journal of Molecular 
Sciences, 21(6). 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms21062123 
Roskam, I., Meunier, J. C., & Stievenart, M. 
(2016). Do Mothers and Fathers 
Moderate the Influence of Each Other’s 
Self-efficacy Beliefs and Parenting 
Behaviors on Children’s Externalizing 
Behavior? Journal of Child and Family 
Studies, 25(6), 2034–2045. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-016-
0365-1 
Ruberg, B., & Ruelos, S. (2020). Data for 
queer lives: How LGBTQ gender and 
sexuality identities challenge norms of 
demographics. Big Data and Society, 
7(1). 





Salami, I. A., & Okeke, C. I. O. (2018). 
Absent fathers’ socioeconomic status 
and perceptions of fatherhood as related 
to developmental challenges faced by 
children in South Africa. South African 
Journal of Childhood Education, 8(1), 
1–8. 
https://doi.org/10.4102/sajce.v8i1.522 
Sandstrom, H., Pratt, E., Peters, H. E., & 
Heller, C. (2015). Approaches to Father 
Engagement and Fathers ’ Experiences 
in Home Visiting Programs. November. 
Sato, M., Oshitani, H., Tamaki, R., Oyamada, 
N., Sato, K., Nadra, A. R., Landicho, J., 
Alday, P. P., Lupisan, S., & Tallo, V. L. 
(2018). Father’s roles and perspectives 
on healthcare seeking for children with 
pneumonia: Findings of a qualitative 
study in a rural community of the 
Philippines. BMJ Open, 8(11). 
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2018-
023857 
Shwalb, D. W., & Shwalb, B. J. (2014). 
Fatherhood in Brazil, Bangladesh, 
Russia, Japan, and Australia. Online 
Readings in Psychology and Culture, 
6(3), 1–21. https://doi.org/10.9707/2307-
0919.1125 
Verma, R., Mina, S., Ul-Hassan, S., & 
Balhara, Y. P. (2013). A descriptive 
analysis of patients presenting to 
psychosexual clinic at a tertiary care 
center. Indian Journal of Psychological 
Medicine, 35(3), 241–247. 
https://doi.org/10.4103/0253-
7176.119473
